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The Madison InfoShop: An Oral History 

Interview with long time Madison 

activist John Peck 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
   

 

 

The Madison InfoShop is a community organizing 

space and free lending library located on the 

East Side of Madison and in Rainbow Books 

 



 

[00:00-1:08] 

Interviewer: What did you get involved with right 

away? Was it InfoShop or were there other things? 

 

John Peck: Well there wasn’t really an InfoShop 

quite yet. At that point we had UW Greens Group 

was sort of the social wing of the green movement 

has sort of a political wing and a social wing. A 

social movement change wing. The UW Greens on 

campus was more that. There was another group 

called the Progress Student network, which no 

longer exists. But that was a national network of 

pretty radical student groups. It came out of the 

Anti-Apartheid anti-Reagan and some of the people 

involved with PSN are still in town. Like Ron 

McClure, who does the weather on in WRT was 

involved way back when, Joe Mingle actually who 

is still here in town, Liz Denovela who works at 

the Progressive, so those are some of the first 

college, they were all campus activists at the 

time they met through the Progressive Student 

Network. And PSN was actually sharing an office 

with the UW Greens at that point in the basement 

of the Pres House 

 

 
 

 

[1:09-1:39] 

John Peck: Trying to think when we starting 

calling it InfoShop, that is a good question, I 

would have to go back and look, I think it would 

have had to been around ‘95 cause then we sort of 

changed it from UW Greens to UW Greens InfoShop, 

so we started hyphenating the name and pretty 

soon the UW Greens group sort of fell by the 

wayside and we just made it Madison InfoShop 

because we wanted it be, we are not a sectarian 

type organization kind of thing, so that is when 

we first sort of came up with the first 

Disorientation Manual, was actually a project of 

the Progressive Student Network 

 

 

 

 

          

 



 

[1:39-2:15] 

Interviewer: Was that in ‘91? 

 

John Peck: ‘92 or ‘93, if I remember right, yeah 

I would have to look at it, but I was involved in 

doing the first Disorientation Manual  and as far 

as we know that was the first one in the US and 

we brought that to national conferences we were 

going to. We were eventually attacked by the 

right wing on campus and they managed to ax our 

money because the Disorientation Manual and other 

things they said was bias information and they 

didn’t want their student fees going for, but of 

course what they were doing the same thing, 

losing our status as that. So now, whereas before 

we did have part time paid people we don’t have 

that anymore, it’s all volunteer. 

 

 

[2:21-3:05] 

John Peck: some right wing group in Phoenix 

Arizona that files lawsuits against all across 

the country against progressive student 

organizations and tries to leverage that funding 

for their right wing groups instead. Yeah its 

sort of ironic because our old office was 

actually taken over by one of those right wing 

groups called CFOCT Collegians for our collective 

tomorrow or something which is basically a front 

group for global warming deniers, pro-nuclear 

power people, free trade, and they lost their 

funding eventually too, they weren’t really using 

it for student purposes, they were just using it 

for their own, feathering their own nests. It was 

sort of ironic, there was this group that kicked 

us off and denied us funding and they themselves 

went through the whole process too 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[3:05-4:18} 

Interviewer: What year, do you remember what year 

it was kicked off, Was it also in the ‘90’s? 

 

 

John Peck: Yeah I would have been, actually we 

have to look and see here. I mean we have, we 

went through this whole very lengthy appeal 

process 

 

Interviewer: And the Wisconsin Historical Society 

kind of, I mean they have come asking for 

information, for literature from here 

 

John Peck: Oh yeah we have stuff they don’t even 

have. They came here to find like some of the 

Anti-Apartheid materials, we basically passed 

that onto them because we were the repository, a 

lot of information from all these previous 

protest movements. And that is what is nice about 

the InfoShop too, we sort of bridged, there is 

this sort of weird mythology like oh the 1960’s 

that was the end of protest or something. No, no 

all this other stuff was happening all through; 

When I first came here there was this ACT UP! 

group for instance. LGBT issues were huge back in 

the early 1990s came here and we used to have ACT 

UP! meetings at the InfoShop and that’s where all 

the radical queer identity politics whatever 

activists came out of that.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

[4:18-5:13] 

 

John Peck: So there has been sort of a constant, 

maybe the issues ebb and flow a little bit but 

the InfoShop has been there through a lot of 

that. So like we sort have been accumulating all 

these interesting. You know the first ally 

caucuses came out of the Progressive Students 

network and we replicated those materials. The 

idea that there should be a people of color 

caucus and a white allies caucus. That idea came 

out of organizing in the early 1990’s. One of the 

things the InfoShop does is we brought those 

voices to the community too. We can get funding 

sometimes through the university and sometimes 

just on our own to bring in those types of 

speakers, or thinkers, or activists, in different 

global movements here which wouldn’t normally be 

here otherwise and I think that has provided a 

lot to the university community, to the Madison 

community in general, that we have those 

connections and can bring people here 

 

 

 

 
 

[5:13-6:11] 

John Peck: I think one example would be like 

Oscar Olivera who was like the leader of the 

Cochabamba water rebellion in Bolivia right after 

that happened he came into the US and we were the 

ones who invited him to come to Madison and 

people were like oh whatever, water who cares and 

it was totally dismissed. And like a year later 

it became like a huge issue like people were like 

gosh, yeah I was at that talk with him when he 

came through Madison. Like snuck into the US, and 

was like this whole big deal of getting around. 

Or like (José) Bové coming here you know way back 

when, the French farmer who drove his tractor to 

McDonalds. And when he first came here people 

said, Oh food sovereignty, whatever, no big deal, 

and now it’s like the cutting edge of the food 

justice movement, and the fact that we had him 

come here and helped bring him here, and showed 

him around years ago, we were like at the cutting 

edge. So you think about how new ideas get 

brought into communities and sort of changed and 

I think that is part what the InfoShop does too.  

 



[6:11-7:17] 

John Peck: I guess there has been times when we 

really stuck our neck out especially for other 

groups that were being attacked on campus, 

backlash type things, where we were willing to 

challenge, really challenge the power. It was not 

the InfoShop per say, but groups we were working 

with, like the anti-sweat shop, the occupation of 

the Chancellor’s office was huge.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interviewer: When was that 

 

John Peck: That would have been ‘97 or ‘98 

 

Interviewer: Was it for sweatshops? 

 

John Peck: Yeah, sweatshops, yeah we had 60 

people arrested and it was the largest mass 

arrest in Wisconsin history ever at that time. 

But we had so many people coming up there and 

just huge amounts of organizing around it, 

community support was incredible. In a lot of 

ways it served as a mini version of what happened 

at the Capitol, you know pizzas were being 

delivered to support the protesters, all these 

people were pouring in with supplies, and 

eventually arrested all these people and we had 

to come up with like 30,000 dollars on a Sunday 

to bail people out, which we managed to do 

because we had this network of people who 

supported it. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[7:17-7:52] 

 

John Peck: But yeah, that was like really, we 

really put it in the face of the administration 

and we sort of ended up winning and they had to 

form this licensing review community, and they 

had to impose standards. We had similar victories 

with some of the divestment  campaign, it 

happened for so long, that was part of the 

success of it too, we had such a critical mass of 

people, it lasted for so long, so I think it 

really opened the imagination of people across 

the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

[7:52-8:57] 

 

John Peck: [About the 2011 Walker Budget Cut 

protests] And we had a lot of people coming here 

to check it out. Like they heard about it and 

said I am going to come through so I remember we 

had longshoreman coming all the way from Oakland, 

came out here, I remember meeting them at the 

protest, and the poor veteran guy who got his, 

almost died out in Oakland was at the Capitol, I 

remember seeing him there, he is from Onalaska 

Wisconsin originally, now he happens to be out in 

Oakland, so I mean you had all this back and 

forth, and like people coming here and seeing how 

it actually could happen. And we did have other 

mini Capitol occupations happening in other 

states for a while. So the occupy movement was 

definitely was inspired in a lot of was. I mean, 

ad busters put out the original idea, Occupy, 

which is great, but I think when people look now 

for what it can look like on a larger scale, they 

will go back and look at the Wisconsin Capitol 

occupation. It is important to see this is just 

one part of a much bigger movement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


